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Abraham  Lincoln's  Political 
Career  through  1860 


Campaign  Biographies 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


1  I    lLooV  (>%S.    0*411  { 


Lincoln's  Autobiography 


A  short  sketch  of  his  life,  composed  in  /A'>y  for  campaign  purposes. 


I  \\  ss  born  February  12,  1809,  in  Hardin 
Countv,  Kentucky.  My  parents  were  both 
born  in  Virginia,  of  undistinguished  families 
—second  families,  perhaps  1  should  say.  Mv 
mother,  who  died  in  my  tenth  year,  was  of 
a  family  of  the  name  of  Hanks,  some  of 
whom  now  reside  in  Adams,  and  others  in 
Macon  Countv,  Illinois.  Mv  paternal  grand- 
father, Abraham  Lincoln,  emigrated  from 
Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  to  Kentucky 
about  1 -Si  or  i-S:,  where  a  sear  or  two 
later  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  not  in 
battle,  but  l>\  stealth,  when  he  w  as  laboring 
to  open  a  farm  in  the  forest.  His  ancestors, 
who  were  Quakers,  went  to  Virginia  from 
Ikrks  County,  Pennsylvania.  An  effort  to 
identify  them  with  the  New  Rngland  tam- 
il\  ot  the  same  name  ended  in  nothing  more 
definite  than  a  similarity  of  Christian  names 
in  both  families,  such  as  F.noch,  Levi,  Mor- 
decai,  Solomon,  Abraham,  and  the  like. 

My  father,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  was 
bur  si\  years  of  age,  and  he  grew  up  literally 
without  education.  1  le  removed  from  Ken- 
tucks  to  what  is  now  Spencer  County,  In- 
diana, in  mv  eighth  year.  We  reached  our 
new  home  about  the  time  the  state  came  into 
the  Union.  It  w  as  a  wild  region,  with  many 
bears  and  other  wild  animals  still  111  the 
woods.  1  here  I  grew  up.  I  here  were  some 
schools,  so  called,  bur  no  qualification  was 
ever  required  of  a  teacher  beyond  "re.ulin', 
writin',  and  cipherin',"  to  the  rule  of  three. 
It  a  straggler  supposed  to  understand  Latin 
happened  to  sojourn  in  the  neighborhood, 
he  was  looked  upon  as  a  wizard.  I  here  was 
absolutcls  nothing  to  excite  ambition  for 
education.  Of  course,  when  I  came  of  age 
I  did  not  know  much.  Still,  somehow,  I 
could  read,  write,  and  cipher  to  the  rule  of 


three,  bur  that  was  all.  1  have  not  been  to 
school  since.  The  little  advance  I  now  have 
upon  this  store  of  education,  I  base  picked 
up  from  time  to  time  under  the  pressure  of 
necessity. 

I  was  raised  to  farm  work,  which  I  con- 
tinued till  I  was  twenty-two.  At  twenty-one 
I  came  to  Illinois,  Macon  Countv.  Then  1 
got  to  New  Salem,  at  that  rime  in  Sanga- 
mon, now  in  Menard  County,  where  I  re- 
mained a  \ear  as  a  sort  of  clerk  111  a  store. 
Then  came  the  black  1  law  k  War;  and  I  was 
elected  a  captain  of  volunteers,  a  success 
which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  any  I 
have  had  since.  I  went  the  campaign,  was 
elated,  ran  lor  rhe  legislature  the  same  sear 
i  is  j :  i,  and  was  beaten  the  only  rime  I  ever 
base  been  beaten  bs  the  people.  1  he  next 
ami  three  succeeding  biennial  elections  I  was 
elected  to  the  legislature.  I  was  not  a  candi- 
date afterward  During  this  legislative  period 
I  had  studied  lass,  and  removed  to  Spring- 
field to  practice  it.  In  184/)  I  was  once 
elected  to  the  lower  I  louse  of  Congress. 
Was  not  a  candidate  for  reelection.  Prom 
is^c,i  to  1  s t 4 ,  both  inclusive,  practiced  lass 
more  assiduousls  than  ever  before.  Always 
a  Whit;  in  politics,  and  gcneralh  on  the 
Whig  electoral  tickets,  making  active  can 
s  asses.  I  ssas  losing  interest  in  politics  ss  hen 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise 
aroused  me  again.  What  I  base  done  since 
that  is  pretty  ss  ell  know  n. 

It  ans  personal  description  ot  nu  is 
thought  desirable,  it  mas  be  said  I  am,  ill 
height,  sis  feet  tour  inches,  nearly;  lean  in 
flesh,  weighing  on  .\n  average  one  hundred 
and  eights  pounds,  dark  complexion,  \s  irh 
coarse  black  hair  and  gray  eves.  No  other 
marks  or  brands  recollected. 
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One  of  the  rare  biographies  of  the  Sixteenth  President 
is  the  1860  campaign  publication  by  Reuben  Vose.  A 
description  of  this  rarity  appears  in  Ernest  James  Wes- 
sen's  "Campaign  Lives  of  Abraham  Lincoln  1860"  which 
was  published  in  Papers  In  Illinois  History  And  Tran- 
sactions For  The  Year  1937  by  The  Illinois  State  His- 
torical  Society,  1938.    The  description  follows : 

VOSE,  REUBEN 

Cover  Title:  The  Life/and  Speeches/of/ Abraham  Lin- 
coln, /and/Hannibal  Hamlin,/ (Rule) /Edited  and  Pub- 
lished by/Reuben  Vose, /No.  45  Maiden  Lane,/New 
York. /(Rule) /New  York: /Hilton,  Gallagher  &  Co., 
Printers,/24  &  25  Ann  St.,  N.  Y. 

Collation:  iii-li,  text  —  at  this  point  the  publisher 
changed  from  Roman  to  Arabic  numerals,  and  errone- 
ously numbered  the  next  page  "42;"  42-71 V2,  text; 
blank  page,  not  included  in  pagination;  72-118,  text; 


four  pages   of  advertising  matter   on   same   stock    as 
the  wrappers,  and  lettered  A  to  D. 
Rinding:  Tan  paper  wrappers.    Verso  of  front  wrap- 
per   bears    copyright    notice.     Advertising    matter    on 
both  sides  of  back  wrapper. 
Page  Size:  4^*  by  2%  inches. 
Publication  Date":  Week  of  June  11,  1860. 
Since  the   publication   of  the   Wessen   bibliography,   a 
variant  of  the  Vose  biography  has  been  acquired  by  the 
Lincoln    National    Life   Foundation.     The   only   variation 
appears  on  the  cover  page  immediately  below  New  York. 
(Rule)  :  Orders  promptly  executed  for  either  Edi  tion, 
if   sent    to    L.    N.    Shear,    Newspaper  Express,    Times 
Building,   N.   Y. 

The  bibliographer  did  considerable  research  on  the 
Vose  and  he  appended  the  following  notes  to  his  de- 
scription of  the  publication: 

(Continued  on  Page  S) 
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'DEAR  MR.   PRESIDENT"— LETTERS  ADDRESSED  TO  LINCOLN 


One  hundred  and  eighty-four  letters  addressed  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  are  in  the  manuscript  files  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation.  These  letters  all 
have  one  thing  in  common,  namely;  the  writers  wanted 
certain  favors  which  they  believed  the  President  could 
grant.  To  quote  Artemus  Ward:  "Sum  wanted  post 
offices,  sum  wanted  collectorships,  sum  wanted  furrin 
missions  and  all  wanted  sumthin."  Some  could  not  even 
wait  until  "Old  Abe"  could  get  to  the  White  House  and 
their  letters  bear  dates  of  the  period  when  Lincoln  was 
president-elect. 

Quite  a  few  of  the  letters  were  written  by  men  of 
prestige  or  responsible  position,  such  as  Oliver  P.  Mor- 
ton, George  B.  McClellan,  Peter  Cooper,  John  W.  Forney, 


Envelope  addressed   to  Lincoln   from   Willard's   Hotel. 

B.    Gratz  19. 

20. 


John    J.    Crittenden,    Orville    H.    Browning, 
Brown,  David  Wilmot  and  others. 


After  reading  these  letters  one  cannot  help  but  sympa- 
thize with  the  President  who  had  to  deal  with  the  prob- 
lems of  patronage  and  to  placate  the  tempermental 
governors,  generals,  senators  and  lesser  politicians  who 
were  demanding  that  he  give  an  ear  to  their  special 
problem  in  their  particular  area.  Then,  too,  one  sympa- 
thizes with  Lincoln  because  he  must  have  labored  dili- 
gently trying  to  read  their  atrocious  handwriting. 

A  list  of  the  letters  with  a  notation  as  to  their  con- 
tents follows: 

1.    ADAMS,   CHARLES   C.    (Baltimore,   Md.)    May  26, 
1862 

Request  for   appointment   to   post  of   hospital   chaplain. 

ALLISTON,  JOHN   (New  Brighton,  Pa.)   Jan.  1861 

Recommendation  of   Will   Cumback   for  mission  to  Berlin. 


ANDREWS,  RUFUS  F.  (New  York,  N.  Y.)  May  16, 
1862 

Recommendation   of   Rev.   Alexander   Clements   for  the   post   of 
hospital   chaplain. 

APPERSON,  R.  (City)  July  31,  1861 

Recommendation    of    Henry    Pirtle   for   office   of   Judge    of    the 
Lower  or  Southern   District  Court  of   Ky. 

ATKINSON,  ROBERT  J. 

Recommendation    of   Thomas    S.    Woods    of    Ohio    for    office    of 
Judge  for  the  Territory  of  Ariz. 

BAILY,  BENJAMIN    (New   York,   N. 
1865 

Recommendation   of  A.   W.  Stone  of  Atlanta,   Ga.   for 
U.   S.   Attorney   for   the   Southern   District  of   Ga. 

BAIRD,  I.  P.  (Terre  Haute,  Ind.) 

Recommendation   of   Samuel    B.   Gookins   for  office  of   Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S. 


Y.)    Jan.   17, 

office  of 


8.  BALCOM,    RANSOM,    &    OTHERS     (Binghamton, 
N.  Y.)   March  22,  1861 

Recommendation  of  Edward  C.  Kattel  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
for  office  of  judge  or  secretary  of  one  of  the  U.  S.  territories. 

9.  BALDWIN,  HIRAM    (Washington,  D.   C.)   July   12, 
1862 

Application  for  the  appointment  to  the  office  of  Register  of 
Wills. 

10.  BANGER,  WILLIAM   (New  York)  Nov.  9,  1864 

Application  for  appointment  to  the  post  of  paymaster  in  the 
Army. 

11.  BARNET,    PUTNAM,    &    OTHERS    (Terre    Haute, 
Ind.)   April  8,  1861 

Recommendation  of  J.  B.  Gookins  to  fill  vacancy  on  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  bench  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge 
McLean. 

12.  BATES,  BARTON  (St.  Louis,  Mo.)  Dec.  8,  1864 

Recommendation  of  Gov.  Willard  P.  Hall  for  appointment  as 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  Western  Dis- 
trict. 

,  13.    BEERS,    S.   A.    (Brooklyn,   N. 

Y.)  Nov.  15,  1864 

Application  for  a  position  in  the 
Bureau    of    Freedmen    in    Md. 

14.  BENJAMIN,    D.    C.    (Bantam, 
Ohio)   Aug.  6,  1862 

Application  for  appointment  to  the 
office  of  Chaplain  at  Camp  Denni- 
son,  Ohio,  or  any  other  position 
available. 

15.  BENJAMIN,    D.    C.     (Clarks- 
ville,  Ohio)  Dec.  22,  1864 

Application  for  appointment  to 
post  of  hospital  chaplain  in  Tenn. 
or  any   other   place  available. 

16.  BLAKE Y,  GEORGE  J.  (Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ky.)  Nov.  18,  1863 

Appeal  for  executive  clemency  to- 
ward John  Burnam,  a  former  Con- 
federate. 

17.  BRADLEY,  W.  A.    (Washing- 
ton, D.  C.)   Oct.  5,  1861 

Application  for  appointment  to  the 
office   of   Register  of  Wills. 

18.  BROWN,  A.  (Pike,  Muscatine, 
Co.,  la) 

Application   for  chaplaincy. 

BROWN,  AMOS  (Havana,  N.  Y.)  Nov.  17,  1864 

Application  for  chaplaincy  in  the  Army  or  Navy. 

BROWN,  B.  GRATZ   (U.  S.  Senate)   March  2,  1865 

Recommendation  of  Col.  Arnold  Krekle  of  St.  Charles,  Mo. 
for  appointment  to  the  office  of  U.    S.  Judge   in   Mo. 

21.  BROWN,  EDWIN  F.  (Washington,  D.  C.)  Aug.  15, 
1862 

Recommendation  of  Andrew  Rothwell  for  position  as  Com- 
missioner of  Police. 

22.  BROWNING,  O.  H.  (Quincy,  111.)   Sept.  27,  1861 

Recommendation  of  James  Simpson  of  Winchester,  Ky.,  for 
appointment   as  U.   S.   District   Judge   of  Ky. 

23.  BROWNLOW,  W.  G,  &  OTHERS  (Knoxville,  Tenn.) 
Sept.   16,   1864 

A  request  for  a  favorable  consideration  of  Goldman  B.  Garden 
who  desires  a  release  of  his  Confederate  son  in  prison  at 
Camp   Morton. 

24.  BUTLER,  J.   GEORGE    (Washington,    D.   C.)    June 
25,  1862 

Recommendation  of  Rev.  G.  A.  Brown  for  the  chaplaincy  of 
the  hospital   at  York,   Pa. 

25.  CAPEHART,    CHARLES    E.    (Wheeling,    W.    Va.) 
Dec.  16,  1864 

Recommendation  of  Rev.  David  Trueman  for  appointment  to 
the  post  chaplaincy  at  the  U.   S.   A.  Post  Hospital. 

26.  CHAMBERS,   ARTHUR    (Washington,  D.   C.)    Feb. 
19,  1862 

Application  for  office  of  "Resident  Minister  to  Honduras"  or 
the  governorship  of  Utah  or  "any  vacancies  in  the  Territories, 
either  in  the  Judicial  or  executive  or  elsewhere  ..." 

27.  CHOATE,  CHARLES  B. 

Recommendation  of  A.  W.  Hendry  for  office  as  Judge  in  the 
Neb.  Territory 

28.  CLAFLIN,  W.,  &  OTHERS 

Petition  of  delegates  to  the  Chicago  Convention  from  Mass. 
recommending  John  S.  Keyes  of  Concord,  Mass..  for  marshal 
of  the  district. 
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29.    COFFEY,  GEORGE  A.,  &   OTHERS    (Philadelphia, 
Pa.)    March  9,  1863 

Petition    recommending   John    Dolman    for    the    position    of    As- 
sociate Judge  of  Ariz.  Territory. 
COFFEY,  T.  J.   (Washington,  D.  C.)   Sept.  18,  1863 

Pardon    of   Jacob    Jacoby    of    Ky.    with    all    the    panels    in    the 
ca;e  transmitted   to   the   President. 

COLE,  G.  E.  (St.  Paul,  Minn.)  Jan.  5,  1861 

Recommendation    of  C.   F.    Buck    for  office  of   U.    S.    Marshal    in 
the    district. 

COMEGGS,  H.  C.  &  OTHERS  (Port  Lookout)   Aug. 
4,  1862 

Recommendation    of    Dr.    D.    J.    Lee    for    a    chaplaincy    at    the 
Hammond    General    Hospital. 

COOPER,  PETER  (New  York,  N.  Y.)  Aug.  19,  1862 

Recommending    the    breech     loading    musket    and     carbine    in- 
vented  by   I.    W.    Wood    for  adoption   by  the   Army. 

CORWIN,  R.  G.  (Columbus,  Ohio)  Jan.  30,  1861 

Recommendation  of  Jesse  H.   McMath   of  Ohio  for  appointment 
of   Chief  Justice  of  Neb.   Territory. 


30. 
31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 
35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 
41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 
53. 


CRANE,  E.  F.  (Headquarters  107th  Regt.  N.  Y.  V.) 
Dec.  15,  1862 

Application  for  appointment  as  a  hospital  chaplain  with  a 
request  to  be  relieved  as  chaplain  of  the  107th  Regt.  N.  Y. 
Vols. 

CRAVENS,  J.  A.  (Washington,  D.  C.)  Jan.  4,  1864 

Request   for   pardon   of   L.    M.    Bently   of   Clarksville,    Tenn. 

CRITTENDEN,  J.  J.    (Washington,   D.  C.)    Aug.   3, 
1861 

Reiue;t  that  "the  excellent  lady  who  has  addressed  the  ac- 
companying letter  to  you,  asking  for  appointment  of  her  son 
as  a  cadet  to  Naval  Academy  ...  be  made  at  your  discretion." 

CUD  WORTH,  W.  H.  (Camp  Lincoln-near  Harrison's 
Landing-James  River)  July  7,  1862 

Requesting  a  transfer  as  Chaplain  of  First  Regt.  Mass.  Vols, 
to   Boston   with   the  appointment  of   hospital   chaplain. 

CURTIS,     GEORGE     WILLIAM      (Staten     Island, 
N.  Y.)  April  11,  1863 

Requesting  the  appointment  of  George  Parsons  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y..   to  the  Naval   School. 

DAILY,  S.  G.  (Peru,  Neb.  Territory)   May  26,  1863 

Recommendation  of  Elmer  S.  Dundy  for  appointment  as  Dis- 
trict Judge   in    Neb. 

DALE,    JAMES    W.    (Media,    Delaware    Co.,    Pa.) 
June  23,  1862 

Recommendation  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Sprouse  for  post  of  chap- 
laincy   in   the   Upland   Hospital. 

DASHIEL,  J.   M.    (Washington   Co.,    Md.)    May  27, 
1862 

A  poorly  paid  professor  of  Latin  and  Greek  requests  "some 
office  in  your  power  to  bestow   ..." 

DAVIDSON,  WILLIAM  S.  (New  York,  N.  Y.)   Feb. 
25,  1861 

Recommendation  of  Justice  Quackenbush  for  appointment  of 
Marshal   for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

DENISON,    CHARLES    W.     (Washington,    D.     C.) 
July  30,  1862 

Request  for  a  continuation  of  service  as  a  chaplain  in  the  U.  S. 
General  Hospital  Department  and  a  transfer  to  the  Union 
Hospital    in    Georgetown. 

DENNISTON,    ROBERT    (Salisbury    Mills,    N.    Y.) 
May  22,  1862 

Recommendation  of  Edmund  I.  Potter  of  N.  Y.  for  appoint- 
ment   as    governor    or    one   of    the    judgeships    of    the    Territory 

of   Ariz. 

DILLON,  JOHN  F.   (Davenport,  la.)   March  1,  1861 

Recommendation  of  B.  W.  Pool1  for  appointment  to  a  terri- 
torial   judgeship    in    Neb. 

DIMMICK,  John  C.  (New  York,  N.  Y.)  Feb.  20,  1861 

Recommendation  of  John  C.  Perry  for  appointment  "to  a 
judicial    stalion    in    one   of   the   territories." 

DOLE,  W.  P.  (Washington,  D.  C.)   Dec.  14,  1862 

Recommendation  of  T.  J.  Barrett  for  appointment  as  a  jud^e 
"in    one   of   the   new    territories." 

DONNELY,   IGNATIUS    (St.   Paul,    Minn.)    Jan.    7, 
1861 

Recommendation  of  C.  F.  Buck  for  the  position  of  U.  S. 
Marshal    for    the    District   of    Minn. 

DONNELY,    I.    &    OTHERS    (Washington,    D.    C.) 
March  13,  1865 

Recommendation  of  Joel  B.  Reiner  of  Stillwater,  Minn,  for 
the   position    of   Marshal   for  the   District  of   Minn. 

DRUMM,  J.  H.  (Philadelphia,  Pa.)  July  17,  1862 

Request  for  a  transfer  as  a  chaplain  or  doctor  to  a  hospital 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  Washington,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
New   York,    Annapolis   or  elsewhere. 

DURANT,  HENRY  F.  (Boston,  Mass.)  Feb.  9,  1861 

Recommendation  of  John  S.  Keyes  for  the  office  of  U.  S. 
Marshal    for    the    Mass.    District. 

EDGERTON,  SIDNEY 

Recommendation  of  Samuel  Pease  of  Neb.  for  appointment  to 
the  office  of   Governor  of   Neb. 


54.  ERRETT,   RUSSELL    (Harrisburg,   Pa.)    March    15, 
1861 

Recommendation  of  W.  P.  Sawyer  of  Pittsburgh  for  office  of 
Marshal   of    the   District  of    Columbia. 

55.  FARNHAM,  S.  W.  (St.  Anthony,  Minn.)   1861 

Recommendation  of  C  F.  Buck  for  office  of  U.  S.  Marshal 
for   the  state   of    Minn. 

56.  FLETCHER,    CHARLES    FOSDICK    (Philadelphia, 
Pa.)  July  11,  1862 

A  proposal  to  build  a  permanent  hospital  beyond  the  limits 
of   the   city. 

57.  FOOTE,  E.  J.  1862 

Request   for   appointment    as    a    hospital    chaplain. 

58.  FORNEY,  J.  W.  (Washington,  D.  C.)   April  7,  1861 

Introduction  of  Mr.  Jones  who  "wants  to  say  some  words  of 
vital    importance." 

59.  GALBRAITH,   THOMAS   J.    (Shakapee,    Scott    Co., 
Minn.)   Jan.  2,   1861 

Recommendation  of  C.  F.  Buck  of  Winona  County  for  office 
of  U.   S.   Marshal   for  the  District  of   Minn. 

60.  GILFILLAN,    JAMES    (St.    Paul,    Minn.)    Jan.    30, 
1861 

Recommendation  of  George  A.  Nourse  for  office  of  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict   Attorney    for    the    District    of    Minn. 

61.  GILL,  R.  T.  (Washington,  D  .C.)   Dec.  9,  1861 

Requesting  reappointment  of  nephew  John  W.  Hamilton  as 
First  Lieutenant , in  the  regular  Army.  For  want  of  informa- 
tion the  Senate  refused  to  confirm  the  appointment.  Lincoln's 
endorsement:  "Senators  have  told  me  this  young  man  was  not 
confirmed  last  summer  simply  because  nobody  seemed  to  know 
him — I  would  like  to  re-nominate  him,  if  it  will  not  derange 
things.     A.   Lincoln.     Dec.   12,   1861." 

62.  GREGORY,  R.  C.  (Indianapolis,  Ind.)   Feb.  14,  1865 

Recommendation  of  Daniel  Mace  of  Lafayette  for  appointment 
to   the  office   of   Judge  of   the   Court  of    Claims. 

(To  be  continued  in  the  April  1957  issue). 
The  Vose  Biography, 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"On  May  26,  Shear's  'Lightning  News  Express'  ad- 
vertised in  the  New  York  Tribune  that  Vose's  life  of 
Lincoln  at  fifteen  cents  would  'be  ready  on  May  30th.' 
(Ready  within  four  days,  although  he  had  not  yet  de- 
termined the  number  of  pages  the  book  would  contain!) 

"In  his  efforts  to  attract  agents,  Vose  advertised,  on 
May  31,  that  10,000  copies  were  'now  ready,'  and  further, 
that  the  book  would  contain  128  pages,  and  sell  at  fifteen 
cents;  and  finally,  that  the  'Irrepressible  Edition'  would 
'be  ready  June  5th,  or  6th,  at  20<V  The  'Irrepressible 
Edition'  was  also  to  contain  128  pages,  and  one  wonders 
what  it  had  to  offer  for  that  extra  live  cents.  We  will 
probably  never  know,  for  no  copy  is  known;  in  fact  I 
do  not  believe  it  was  ever  published. 

"Instead  of  increasing  his  publicity  with  the  alleged 
appearance  of  the  pamphlet — as  one  would*  expect  him 
to  do — Vose  does  not  seem  to  have  advertised  again  until 
June  11,  and  then  inserted  only  one  or  two  brief  notices. 
I  believe  that  the  few  copies  that  were  published  ap- 
peared with  the  resumption  of  advertising,  during  the 
week  of  June  11." 

Wessen  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  source  of  the  in- 
formation contained  in  the  biography  was  probably  taken 
from  a  Chicago  Press  and  Tribune  release. 

This  miniature  book  was  also  a  topic  for  Lincoln  Lore 
number  419,  April  19,  1937,  entitled  "Vose's  Lincoln — A 
Rarity."  That  bulletin  indicates  that  "the  arrangement 
of  the  subject  matter  is  as  confusing  as  the  page  num- 
bering" and  "the  type  is  six  point  and  very  difficult  to 
read." 

It  is  evident  that  the  biography  was  prepared  in 
great  haste  and  the  Republican  candidate's  name  is 
given  as  Abraham  Lincoln,  A  B  Lincoln,  ABM.  Lincoln 
and  A  B  R'M  Lincoln. 

Only  about  four  copies  of  the  Vose  are  now  known  to 
exist.  Two  copies,  one  a  variant,  are  in  the  Foundation 
collection,  another  copy  is  owned  by  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society  and  the  fourth,  copy  is  located  in  the 
Henry  E.  Huntington  Library. 

Jay  Monaghan  lists  the  Vose  biography  in  his  Lincoln 
Bibliography  1839-1939  as  item  86,  however  his  note; 
"last  two  named  copies  (MHi  and  CSmH)  have  commas 
after  'Hamlin' ",  is  confusing  as  both  copies  in  the 
Foundation  have  commas  after  "Hamlin." 

In  1938  the  Foundation  reprinted  an  exact  copy  of 
the  Vose  biography  for  distribution. 
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Missing  A  Bet  ♦v'^ 

Lincoln  Lore      ^%j,  pi  a 

Found  on  the  library  shelves  of  ^Lincoln 

National  Life  Foundation  is  an  interesting  book 
entitled  "Presidential  Candidates '"'  Contain- 
ing Sketches,  Biographical,  PefrsoAtiFand  Poli- 
tical, qf  Jfrominent  Candidates'  $p)  the  Pres- 
idency 'in.  1860."  This  book  was  written  and 
compiled , in  1859  by  D.  W.  BartleU^ehe  Wash- 
ington correspondent  of  the  New  (York  Eve- 
ning Post  and  the  New  York  Independent, 
and  was.  .published  in  New  Y,ork  City  in  1860 
by  A.  &*  Burdick.  The  most  remarjcafyje  aspect 
of  thi{(  aqhljcation  is  that  not  '.mce.  is  the 
name  bi  Abraham  Lincoln  of  y1lirhbis  '  men- 
tioned.^' 

(3)   19<1W  .  ■■   - 

Bartlett  selected  the  followln^^tlW^S  iRO- 
tential  presidential  timber  for^-the-  erection 
year  of  1860: 

WiITi|vrn7H.  Seward,  Stephen*  A.  Douglas, 
Salmon  FJ.  .Chase,  Edward  (Bates,  Daniel  S. 
Dickenson,  John  Bell,  John  P."-"H*n>,  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephens,  N.,  P:  B^aks,  Joseph/line, 
John  McLean',  Henry  At' WJse,  R.  M.  T.  Hunt- 
er, Henry  Wilson,  Jefferson' Davis,  James  L. 
Orr,  John  Minor  'gflttsy  Ja£)£s  fcH,  H.a/rjojpnd, 
Howell  Cobb*  JjormAbL., Breckinridge  j$hn  C. 
Fremont.  wttMW-ew*n  k  ft 


After  Lincoln  was  nominated  for  the  Presi- 
dency by  the  R^^f^ah'T^rty  on  May  18, 
1860,  Bartlett  bogan^uwork  on  ^""campaign 
biography,  the  first  'jf^'sue  pf  which  appeared 
in  June  of  that  year.-  Subsequently,  about  16 
editions  appeared  on  the  market  in  paper 
wrappers  and  cloth  boards.  The  book  was 
titled  "The  Life  and  Public  Services  of  Hon. 
Abraham  Lincoln." 
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